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The study

Child-Friendly Schools (CFS) programme evaluation or 
baseline:
• Vanuatu (Tanna, Sanma, Penama)
• Solomon Islands (Isabel)
• Kiribati (Abemama, South Tarawa)
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The geographical context
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Methodology
Sample survey of ten schools in each province/place: 
• ~ 30 Year 1-3 students, ~ 30 Year 4-6 students in 

each sampled school (3,600 students overall) 
(questionnaires)
=> statistically accurate info for each place, using 
stratified clustered probability proportional to size 
samples

• Out-of-school children, teachers, head teachers, 
community men & women, key informants 
(questionnaires)

• Observations (checklist, photos)
• Partner governments & donors (structured 

interviews) 
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Instruments

Instruments were designed to measure the six 
locally-developed pillars of quality schooling:

1  Inclusiveness
2 Effective teaching and learning
3 Health, safety and protection
4 Gender responsiveness
5 School-community partnerships
6 Effective leadership
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Year 1-3 instrument (Kiribati version)
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Year 4-6 (Solomon Is version)
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Data collection - children



DevNet 2012 www.systemetrics.co.nz 10www.systemetrics.co.nz 10

Data collection - adults
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Pillar 1: Inclusiveness

Main findings
• Little community mapping 

of out-of-school children
• Language policies do not 

support learning
• Needs of students with 

disabilities not understood
• Differing views on 

incorporating local custom 
and culture into schooling
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Pillar 2: Effective teaching and learning
Main findings
• Many classroom environments do not support 

learning
• Little classroom-based teacher development
• Lack of durable, appropriate learning materials in 

national and local languages
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Pillar 3: Health, safety and protection
Main findings
• Emergency preparation tends to be at community level
• Huge water and sanitation needs
• Frequent teacher use of corporal punishment; student 

aggression/bullying is common
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Pillar 4: Gender responsiveness
Main findings
• Dynamics of traditional gender roles are complex
• Lack of understanding of the needs of both girls and boys
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Pillar 5: School-community parterships

Main findings
• Parents often unaware of how to support school work
• Community ownership of schools weak
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Pillar 6: Effective leadership

Main findings
• Lack of in-depth 

engagement with 
traditional and religious 
community leadership

• Lack of integrated 
support for head-
teachers and teachers
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Year 1-3 Summary (Solomon Is)
Items which Year 1-3 children in Isabel like at school (n=300)
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Year 1-3 Summary (Solomon Is)
Items which Year 1-3 children in Isabel do not like at school
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Issues for capacity-building

• Need for increased levels of pre-service teacher education 
• Need for long-term classroom-based and school-based 

teacher development, especially for student management
• Need for evidence-based policy-making, e.g. in language-

in-education policies 
• Need for in-depth, nuanced understanding of cultural 

contexts
• Need for increased donor coordination and planning in 

partnership with local and national leadership
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Ko bati n rabwa

Tagio tumas

Our sincere thanks to the children and their school 
communities in Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, and Kiribati for 

their generous and thoughtful participation in this study.
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